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Greek Mythology Unit Project



         
Essential Question: What meanings did myths about gods, goddesses, and heroes have for the ancient Greeks? What meanings do the Greek myths have for us today?
Learning Objectives: 
You will be able to:
· Interpret three types of themes in Greek myths: stories about heroes, stories about "how it came to be," and stories about the consequences of bad behavior.

· Analyze artistic and literary works based on or inspired by Greek myths.

· Create a god or goddess using mythological criteria.

· Develop a myth involving your created god or goddess along with existing Greek gods or goddesses and one of the three types of themes in Greek myths: stories about heroes, stories about "how it came to be," and stories about the consequences of bad behavior.

Background Information:  Heroes were an important part of Greek mythology, but the characteristics Greeks admired in a hero are not necessarily identical to those we admire today. Greek heroes are not always what modern readers might think of as "good role models." Their actions may strike us as morally questionable. For example, in his meeting with the Cyclops, Odysseus helps himself to the giant's food without permission, attacks while the Cyclops is in a wine-induced daze, and brags about blinding the one-eyed creature. This does not mean the Greeks admired thievery and bragging, however. What they admired about Odysseus, in this instance, was his ability to quickly think (think on his feet). Odysseus challenged things that which other people would not (as is also shown by his desire to hear the Sirens' song) and pulled off great achievements with self-confidence.

Not all Greek heroes were admired for the same reasons. Some, such as Odysseus, were admired for their resourcefulness and intelligence, whereas others, such as Heracles, were known for their strength and courage. Some were not particularly smart, but depended on help to accomplish their tasks. 

Whether or not a given action or quality was admired depended upon its ultimate results. Being headstrong (stubborn) might succeed in one instance but lead to failure in another. The Greeks held their characters accountable for their actions, and a hero might be punished as well as rewarded.

Other myths explained the natural events and phenomena of the world, such as the seasons of the year or creation of man.  Other myths explained the consequences of bad behavior, such as the myth of Medusa.  Despite their awesome powers, the Greek gods and goddesses were much like people. Their actions resulted from passions, such as pride, jealousy, love, and the thirst for revenge. The gods and goddesses often left Mount Olympus to become involved in the affairs of mortals, interacting with men and women. They were not above using tricks and disguises to influence events, and their schemes and plots often entangled people. 

Heroes and ordinary humans in Greek myths frequently discovered that things were not what they appeared to be. The underlying moral principle or message, though, was that the gods rewarded honorable behavior and obedience, and people who dishonored themselves or disobeyed the gods usually paid a high price.

Top 12 Problems or Situations in Greek Myths:

1. Tricks, riddles, ingenious solutions to dilemmas used by gods and heroes;
2. Transformations ;
3. Accidental killing of a relative or friend, often followed by flight to avoid vengeance;
4. Giants, monsters, snakes; 

5. Attempts to get rid of a rival by setting impossible and dangerous tasks; 

6. Fulfilling a task or quest;
7. Contests;
8. Disputes within the family; 

9. Deceitful daughter, in love with father’s enemy, betrays father, is punished for it;
10. Special weapons needed to overthrow a particular enemy, cure a wound, etc.;
11. Unusual births; 

12. Enclosure or imprisonment in a chest, jar, or tomb.
Unit Project Instructions:
We have been studying the gods and goddesses of Ancient Greece and the myths that were told about them. Now it is your turn to try to create a god or goddess based upon your own personality traits and your likes and dislikes.   Your task is to create a god or goddess that represents you.
Imagine! You have been invited to join the Olympians on Mt. Olympus to crown the newest god to the family of the gods. (Remember, this is a very high honor, and not everyone may visit the home of the immortals.)

*PART I:

Include the following in your project:

Sketch and illustrate your god or goddess.  

1.  What does he or she look like?  What colors represent them?  What details could you include to represent who they are?  
Around your illustration, include the following information:

2.  Who is your god or goddess?  What is his or her name? 
3.  Where does this god or goddess come from (relatives, family members (think about other gods/goddesses they might be related to))?  
4.  What is his or her area or domain of influence (god of fire, goddess of love, etc.)? 
5.  What are his or her skills, strengths, and talents? (superhuman power, can change forms, etc.) 
6.  What positive personality traits or flaws do they have? (generous, very jealous, fall in love with everyone, greedy, etc.) 
7.  What is your god or goddesses’ favorite activity? (sport, game, etc.)

8.  What is his or her favorite food?

9.  What is his or her favorite color?

10.  If your god or goddess has a scepter or another type of accessory, what would it be? 

(Psst: Zeus's scepter has a thunderbolt, Poseidon has a trident). 

11.  What personality traits does he or she value in others?
12.  What is one interesting fact or story about the god or goddess? Describe it. 
All around the drawing, include the following:
1.  Draw three symbols that represent who your god or goddess is.  Draw these symbols next to or around the illustration of your god or goddess. 
2.  Write three words that represent who your god or goddess is (do NOT use the same word for the symbol you used). 

3.  Make sure your project is neat, attractive, and colorful (if applicable). 

*PART II:
Write your own myth that includes the god or goddess you created and the story elements of a myth (characters, setting, problem or situation, and ending or resolution).  Your myth must: 1. INCLUDE A TITLE; 2. BE TYPED; AND 3. BE AT LEAST 500 WORDS IN LENGTH. 
**Remember the three types of themes in Greek myths: stories about heroes, stories about "how it came to be," and stories about the consequences of bad behavior and incorporate at least one of these in your myth.
***Please see the “FOCUS ON WRITING” instructions toward the end of this packet in order to complete this second part of the project.
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